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TAGS: PGOV, BQG, AKB, PORS 

SUBJECT: REQUEST TO PERMIT ARMING OF PROSECUTORS AND JUDGES AT 
LORENZ KIDNAPPING TRIAL IN BERLIN 

REF: BONN 8474 

1 . WE AGREE FULLY WITH EMBASSY'S PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION 
AND URGE ITS SUPPORT BY THE DEPARTMENT. WE WILL NOT RAISE 
THE MATTER AGAIN IN BERLIN PENDING OUTCOME OF THE TRIPARTITE 
MEETING IN BONN; WE FEAR THAT AN ADDITIONAL BERLIN DISCUSSION 
COULD AT THIS STAGE CREATE CONFUSION. WE WILL RESEARCH OUR 
QA FILES FOR RELEVANT INFORMATION, ALTHOUGH WE DOUBT THAT WE 
WILL FIND MUCH THAT BEARS ON THE SPECIFIC POINT OF ALLOWING A 
SMALL NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL OFFICIALS TO BEAR ARMS IN BERLIN. 

RE SELECTIVITY CRITERIA, WE DOUBT AT FIRST GLANCE THAT THERE 
WOULD BE MUCH TO BE GAINED BY CONSTRUCTING AN ARTIFICIAL 
EDIFICE PERMITTING CATEGORIES TO BE REGARDED AS OFFICIALS UNDER 
ACC ORDER NO. 2. WE BELIEVE THAT THIS MAY BE A CASE WHERE 

THE ALLIES SHOULD SIMPLY EXERCISE SOVEREIGNTY AND DECREE 
THAT THESE OFFICIALS, BECAUSE THEY ARE ESPECIALLY END AN 
GERED, WILL BE PERMITTED TO BEAR ARMS UNDER ALLIED LEGIS- 
LATION IN FORCE HERE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2. JUSTICE OFFICIALS HERE, WE NOTE, ARE ALSO CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE SECURITY OF THE ASSIGNED DEFENSE COUNSEL, 

THE SO-CALLED PFLICHTVERTEIDIGER. THE JUNE 2 DEFENDANTS 
ARE INTENT UPON USING ANY MEANS AT THEIR DISPOSAL TO 
PREVENT THEIR TRIAL FROM PROCEEDING, AND THEY HAVE APPAR- 
ENTLY RESORTED TO THREATENING THE DEFENSE COUNSEL ASSIGNED 
TO THEM BY THE COURT. IN RECENT DISCUSSIONS, JUSTICE 
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OFFICIALS HAVE POSED OUT LOUD THE QUESTION OF HOW FAR 

THE ASSIGNED DEFENSE COUNSEL ARE OBLIGATED TO CARRY OUT 

THE TASK ASSIGNED TO THEM IN THE FACE OF THREATS OF 

BODILY INJURY TO THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES. THE 

POINT MAY COME WHEN THE POLICE CONSIDER IT NECESSARY TO 

PROVIDE THEM WITH THE KIND OF PROTECTION GIVEN TO ENDANGERED 

PERSONS. 

3. LIKE EMBASSY BONN, WE BELIEVE THE ARMING OF THIS 
SMALL NUMBER OF PERSONS ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS IS 
ESSENTIALLY A PRACTICAL POLITICAL QUESTION. THE LEGAL 
ASPECTS APPEAR MANAGEABLE. ON THE PRACTICAL SIDE, WE 
WOULD EXPECT TO OFFER OR PERHAPS REQUIRE TRAINING IN 
WEAPONS' USE BY SELECTED POLICE EXPERT TO ANY JUDGE OR 
PROSECUTOR WHO WISHED TO BE ARMED. GEORGE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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